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Welcome

Paula Browyard, Chair, was ill and unable to attend the meeting. Cynthia Higginbotham
stepped in to the meeting. She called the meeting to order by first welcoming everyone
and then lead the Council members and guests in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Acceptance of Agenda
There were not enough Council Members present to form a quorum; therefore, no votes
were taken this meeting.

Approval of Minutes from January 12, 2009 Meeting
No vote was taken for the minutes.

Report from the Chair

Due to Paula’s absence, there was nothing to report. There was some discussion
regarding the recording of the meetings for the web. It was agreed that since there were
not enough members present to vote, the meetings would continue to be recorded and the
matter would be placed on the agenda for further discussion in October.

Public Input
There was no one present to address the Council.

2008-2009 Annual Report
Sebrena St. John volunteered to act as Chair for the Annual Report Subcommittee.

New Goals for 2010-2011

The New Goals Subcommittee suggested extending the current goals for another school
year and have the Council member sign up to review a certain goal’s progress, usage and
to make suggestions regarding that area of interest in the future.

Other New Business

Joseph Fisher announced that the “Race To The Top” Award, which Tennessee received
in the amount of 501 million dollars. Half of this money will go to local education
agencies (LEAs) and the other half will be used by the TDE/DSE to increase BASE-TN
and Special Education Institute funds. It is projected that these funds will help recruit
and retain 3,023 special educators in Tennessee. The Governor’s Office has started a task
force to handle teacher evaluations, which will be conducted annually. The TDE/DSE
has developed a tool and submitted it to this task force to assist with these evaluations.
Susan Dalton added that the next Teacher Evaluation Committee meeting is scheduled for
April 29, 2010 and will be held at TEA. The meeting is also open to the public.

Bill Wilson updated the Council about the State Board Agenda Items “F”, “G” and “I”
concerning matters of Special Education. State Board Item “F” will change “Mental
Retardation” to “Intellectual Disability” within the Disability Eligibility Standards and
Evaluation Procedures. Item “G” will change the language within the State Board of
Education Rules and Regulations. Item “I” deals with IDEIA 2004 evaluations
completed within 60 calendar days of a written request by the parent. Tennessee had a



rule in place which stated the LEA was allowed 40 school days; however, it was felt that
the 60 calendar day rule, with 30 days to begin providing services, would be more
appropriate and beneficial for students.

The Council set a tentative meeting schedule as follows:
e July 12,2010 (Changed from July 19, 2010 due to scheduling conflicts.)
e October 11, 2010
e January 10, 2011
e April 11,2011

The meeting was then adjourned.



